t Modem-Day Mayor

“Hurry” CAIN

OST WASHINGTONIANS HAVE NEVER

heard of Harry B Cain. Although his name is now

little more than a foornore in the state's history, for

20 vears he lit up the political landscape of both

Washingrons and lefr an example of independent

thinking and commitment to one’s wdeals rarely
found in today's public servants. He spent six years of his
political career as the acknowledged public face of Tacoma,
even though he was absent for two and a half of them.

A fervent supporter of Franklin 12 Roosevelt and the
early New Deal, president of the Pierce County Young
Demncmts, commercial banker, direcror of I.hw.' il1l|I1l:t1?~ul‘|
siiecessful Washingron Srare Golden Jubilee Celebration,
arguably Tacoma's mosr popular mayor, legitimate war hera,
conservative Republican ULS. senator, dissident member of
President Fisenhower's Subversive Activities Control Board,
and accloimed civil liberrarian, Harry Cain was impossible
to categorize o conrain. Trim and athletic, he projecred a
personal magnetism, a certain boyish enthusiasm, and a rich
speaking voice that could nor be ignored. Beyond his colorful
prose and booming oratory, Harry Cain was a man who cared
deeply for his country and the rights of others, and fervently
believed in defending baoth.,

Named afrer his marernal uncle, Harry Pullium Cain was
bom in MNashville, Tennessee, on January 10, 1906, to George
William Cain and Grace Flizaberh Pulliam. His twin brother,
usually called Bill or Willie, was named George William afrer
their father. Of Scots-Irish descent, the family migrated w
Mashville from Virginia, Kenrucky, and Alabama. In 1910
the Cains moved to Tacoma where the senior George Wil-
liam Cain joined a respected rrade publication called the West
Coast Limberman, eventually becoming its
president and manager. The Cains quickly
became active in Tacoma literary and social
circles, but Grace increasinglv suffercd from depression and
commuitted suicide in 1917, when the twins were only 11 vears
ald. Her death devastared Harre, who had been particularly
devoted to her.

Shortly afrer his mother’s death, Harry comiracted Bell's
palsy, which left him wich parrially paralyzed facial muscles.
For months he could not speak ar all, and then only with
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difficuley. He later tald an interviewer that in order to regain
his ability o speak he drove himself “relentlessly—speaking
with pebbles in my mouth, practicing in front of mirrors to
control my facial muscles, soing off where I could ralk loudly
and shour.” Thar he later became ane of the best speakers of
his era is testimony to his effores.

George Cain made exceptional efforts to ensure thart his
now motherless sons grew up with an understanding and ap-
preciation of their southern heritage and experienced the
influence of fomale family members. He accomplished both
by raking the boys on an annual Christonas pilzrimage to the
2.500-acre corron plantation in southern Tennessee owned

b one of his sisters.

In their high school years Harey and Bill artended
Hill Military Academy in Portland, where both broth-
ers excelled. Harry was considered the class athlere while
his brother was comsidered the elass brain, Bill made the
school’s honor rall every year. Harey made it sometimes bue
nmnugud to win nine varsity letrers in athletics. Ile was asso-
ciate editor of the school’s vearbook and editor of the Cadet
student newspaper for two years, In his senior year Harry
was named cadet caprain and president of the “H" Club for
student athleres. Bill was named cader major. the highest
honor at the academy. After graduation Harry remained in
Portland to take post-graduate courses in English and Span-
ish and to study practical journalism as a police reporter for
the now-defunct Poreland News-Telegram while Bill went on
to Oregon State College (now Oregon State University)
where he studied enpmeering.

In 1925, after consulting with his father, Harey decided
to enroll at the prestigious, liberal arts-oriented University
of the South, i Sewanee, Tennessee, The
lofty physical locarion of the campus—situ-
ared atop the Cumberland Plateau, 900 feet
above the valley below—added ro its remoteness; and this,
along with irs somerimes quaine rraditions and personal hon-
ot code, provided an ideal opportunity for students to become
fully immersed in academics and campus social life. At Se-
wanee, Cain studied history, literature, German and classical
languages, was a varsity athlete in four sports, a member of
the school’s drama society, a varsity debater, and editor of the
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school’s newspaper. His work ar the schoal paper, The Purple,
Wiks *T:IJ-.\J c.'nl.rux_,!h o occasion an offer of emplovment as a re-
poreer for the New York Times. He graduared with a bac helor
of arts degree in June 1929,

Returning home to Tacoma atrer graduarion for what he
thought would be a short visie, Cain leamed that his father
was 11l and planned to retire. Tuming down the Times' wf-
fer, he moved back to Tacoma. Within a month Cain found

a Pl_‘l?’l[lg'ln a5 Clk'!']s" L'u'll]1 1|"I.|.‘ T.II._'-.'!'I:.'IJ l'r:mrh of I:]'II.' HH.]:IL -.lj.

California, where many of his new customers were local Fili-
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those in the banking business and the misery and sorrow that
was 50 much a part of rthe business in 1929." Over the next
10 years Cain was promored to ever more responsible posi-
tions and uleimarely worked in the must department and as
the bank's director of business development.

Though he had not been politically active beforehand,
Cain worked “like rhe demon” for Franklin Roosevelt’s
F‘rl;"'hl:]f'n:l_ﬂ.] i:.]lnr.][l-_‘:'l'l mn 1".:' ;:_I ..'||_'|_.\_‘| xi'l,l'li_'l‘{l". E't'l:'.i'lt'lt' |:]'|1.' WM, i'li
and acrive president of the Fieree County Young Democrats,
making new community coneaces along the way. He was also
active in the large and politically active Tacoma Young Men's
Business Club. Cain actively supported FDIR and the New
Deal during Roosevelt's first two terms but became disillu-
sioned with whar he considered the intrusive and centralized
nature of the president’s “second” Mew Deal.

uring the 1930s, Cam became increasingly well-
known in Tacoma. He was an avid “joiner” and
developed an unusually wide cirele of friends as a
resule of his local banking relationshaps, involvement
with local theater groups, membership in various
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theater ar might. He listened with great interest to the de-

urng ||:I.L' |.|H".' .1IZI.|.| went '.'|'L|E!| ]'I'.‘- wite to Tl:'l.ﬁ'
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Because he was always “good copy,” Cain managed to establish close ties to the local

ia. It was said that he never met a camera or a microphone he didn’t like.

mianaged tw establish close ties to the local media. It was sand
thar he never met 2 camera or a microphone he didn'e like.
In 1939 33-ycar-old Harry Cain was chosen to head the
state’s upcoming Golden Jubilee Celebration, much of which
would take place in Tacoma. Cain proved to be a treless and
enthusiastic promoter for the city, asembling a team of othe
well-connected young men who created an unforgettable ex-
travaganza. The week-long celebration meluded air shows, a
[4-mle-long parade watched by om estimared 250,000 people, a
water carnival, golf tournament, rodeo, and visies from six Unit-
ed Srares Navy barcleshups. The highlight of the celebration was
the extrvagant theamical “Sagof the West”™ pageant covering
the history of the state, pedformed in Tacoma’s Stadivm Bowl
betore sell-our audiences. Cain encouraged evervones partici-
pation m the festival, including minarity groups, amd suggested
changing Tacomia’s nickname from “City of Desting™ to *Cliry

af Mations"” o reflece its ethnic diversity

ANRRY CAIX
AYOR

PROGRESSIVE- AGGRESSIVE
Be sure to vote both at !he
primary and general elutl.u

HEADGUANT l..l.lill'l' ll -
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As community awareness of Cain's capabilities grew, friends
began o sugeest that he run for mayor. When the previously
elected mavor, ). C. Siegle, died in office in April 1939, the city
commissioners had .|[‘~|"».~t1‘.|h.:x|. A resp ted furniture merchant,
] I Kaufman, to serve as interim mavor until a special election
could be held in 1940, Cain worked for him as an unofficial
advisor and speechwriter. Because Kaufman harbored deep
concerns about the viabilicy of Tacoma’s commission form of
overnment, he decided not o seck election.

On November 1, 1939, Cain announced his candidacy for
mavor. His 11-point platform called for more industrial jobs;
better marketing of the city; a new civic auditorium and addi-
tional parks; better cooperation among Tacoma, Scattle, and
Olympia; a more effective planning commission; and greater
sovernmental fransparency.

By the end of January there were ive candidares in the spe-
cial primary election race, but the rop three were Cain—said
to be supported by local business leaders—Iliberal state sena-
tor Lr. G, B. Kerstetrer, and former rwo-term mayor Mel-
vin G, Tennent. Kerstetter won the primary with 12,937
votes, followed by Tennent with 9,342 and Cain came in
third with less than 1,000 votes. A devastared Cain threw
his support to Kerstetter.

Four days before the general election the two finalises
squared off ar a candidate’s forum sponsored by the Young
Men's Business Club. Tennent inched a vicious areacked on
Kerstetter's legislative record. Kerstetter defended it, chanked
the audience. and suddenly dropped dead of a hearr areack.
Cain's supporters went to court the nexe day ro ask thar his

name replace Kersterrer's on the ballor. Two davs lacer their

request was approved by a local superior court judge. Most
of the liberal Kerstetter's supporters decided v back Cain. On
elecrion day, to everyone’s surprise, he bear Tennent by 1,800
votes. “This is the dirtiest deal ever pulled in the Ciry of Ta-
coma,” declared @ bitter Mel Tennent, who appealed the judge’s
ruling all the way to the stare supreme court and lost.

arry Cain was sworn in as Tacoma's 23rd mayor on
June 3, 1940, The energetic young politician had
little experience bur lots of ideas and an infectious
belief in Tacoma's future. “Hurry” Cain, as he was
nicknamed. was somehow a lictle larger than life

a born promoter whoe understood the importance
of a public leader’s personality and image. Cain may have
been elected mavor, bur under Tacoma's commission form

TOP: During Tacoma's 1940 mayoral race, Hary Cain
humded mut this business card-size campaign cand,

which vutlined his 11-point plutform.

BOTTOM: Campaign cartoom from the 1990 race that
suggests Coin was not gquiet abowt promoting his message.




of government his formal responzibilities were limired rw
running the Sanitation Depariment. He was one of five of-
ncially equal city exceunives, each with his own power buse
and his own responsibilitics. For the brash voung newcomer
to accomplizh anything, he needed their suppore. If he was
going to have a power base, it would have o come direcely
trom the people.

The new mayor was everywhere—welcoming the for-
mer Miss Tacoma and Miss Washingron back from the Miss
America Pageant, breaking ground for the new Student
Union Building ar the College of Puger Sound, launching
ships ar local shipvards, broadcasting a local golf tournament
on the radio, or workimng closcly wich Searele’s mavor, Arthor
Langlic, wo develop an airpore halfway berween the two cities.

Cain's speaking schedule commonly included three or
tour formaul speeches a week. In grear demand as o wieey and
enterraining master of ceremonies, there was no group he
considered wo remore or unimportant o wum down. On No-
vember 18, 1940, he began a weekly 13-mimure radio program
on station KMO thar continued uneil he lefr othee. He wrote
amad eyped all 128 of the seripts himsclf.

Cain's years as mavor were unusually evendful. Only a
monch after he wok office both the Tacoma Narrows Bridee
and the new army airtbase ar McChord Field were dedicared
i a giant community celebration scheduled around the In-
dependence Dy holiday. In Ocrober, Cain staged o series of
events to celebrare the three-theater premier of Tughoar An-
nig Sails Agam, which was held in Tacoma as a result of Cain's
persomal request o studio head Jack Warmner. Some of Holly-
woond's bese-known movie stars were on hand for the opening,
including Marjorie Rambeau, Ronald Reagan, Donald Crisp,
and Alan Hale. Even Hollywood columnist Hedda Hopper
was i rown for the event.

(i November 7, 1940,

Puger Scund. Financed by more than 36 million in New

the Marrows Bridee fell imto
Deal Public Works Administration grant funds and an
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LEFT: Mayor Hurry Cetin suervoumcded
by Tugboat Annie stars (1. to r.)
Alan Hale, Donald Crisp, Marjorie
Reambeau, and Ronald Reagan (hehind
Cain) during a 1940 premier veception
atl Taconu's Winthrop Hotel, Columnist
Hedda Hojrper stands on Cain's left.

BELOW: Special ticket to the
Cctober 18, 1940, opening nighe
preemier of Tughoat Annie Sails Again,
The frctional character of Tughout
Anmnie was based on legendory Tacoma

entrepreneur Thea Foss,

e
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anticipated $1.6 million in rolls, the strucrure had

been built on the cheap, Known for its rendency to sway
in even moderate winds, “Galloping Gertie” collapsed in a
relatively mild winter windstorm.

n Army Reserve officer, Cain became an acrive sup-

parter of the area’s rapidly growing defense establish-

ment. He socialized freely with the senior officers ar

Fort Lewis, where he met men like Kenvon Jovee,

Mark Clark, and Dwight Eisenhower, whom he would

larer serve with during World War II. By the time
Crain became mavor, several Tacoma shipyvards were produc-
ing navy ships as quickly as possible, The shipvards alone
emploved 30,000 workers, and many other local companies
with defense contracts emploved additional workers. In
Oictober, President Roosevelr signed the Selective Training
and Service Act, paving the way for 43,000 new drafrees to
be stationed ar Forr Lewis by the end of the year In 1940,
Tacoma's population was barely 109,000, an increase of less
than 3,000 over the previous decade. Now it appeared to grew
that much in a single month.

Such rapid growth put significant strains on the Ta-
coma's public infrastructure and administrative manage-
ment capability. Cain promored many then-unusual city
initiatives, such as secking broad-based citizen participa-
tion in the city government’s decision-making process,
long-range community planning, and community and
economic development. His normal response to an is-
sile was [o create a citizen advisory commitree or hire o
consultant to study the problem and rhen oy 1o ger the
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city commission to act on it. His fellow commissioners
were less than impressed with this approach ro govern-
ment and with what they perceived as his encroachment
on their turf, At o time when Tacoma faced ciry workers
demanding a pension plan, an inadequate municipally-
|,r1.1.';|,1|._'|.|, power gn;;n-;mLi,ng Capiac 'lt'\'. -.1n-.1 el L'Tilli::'-l] .{hnrmge
of housing for both Jdefense workers and the military, its
commission form of government only worked to stymic
coordination and cooperation between deparrments.

As mayor, Cain managed ro push through a new pension
plan. He created the city's first public housing authority and
sought federal funding for new housing projects. He support-
ed efforts to build new hydroelectric dams on the Nisqually
River and to attract federal funding for numerous public
wurks projects. A strong proponent of long-range communiry
planning, Cain realized that Tacoma's recent growth was a
forerunner of the growth that would follow rhe end of the war

andd that the time to plan for it was now. He appointed the
Long-Range Planning Council and provided the group with
a wish list of Projecis=—mniany of which he had firse [‘rm'l[‘ll'il-‘d
Jun ing his mayoral campaign and then invited 500 indi-
viduals and groups 1o participate in the process. Uleimarely,
the effort dissolved into multiple sets of recommendations by
well-meaning groups and succumbed to orher wartime fund-
ing needs and the uncooperative city commission, bur the
region’s elected officials thought so highly of Cain's effores
that thev elected him chair of the Puger Sound Regional
Planning Commission.

Mow, with much of the world ar war, Tacoma was at the
forefront of America’s struggle to build up its defenses, but
the influx of soldiers and defense workers creared new prob-
lems as well. Like many wide-open port towns, Tacoma was
a hotbed of gambling and prostinution, particularly afrer the
expansion of the nearby military bases. Traditionally, the
police and the general public had raken an understanding
view of these activities, but rates of venereal discase increased
dramatically and military authorivies threarened ro place Ta-
coma "off limirs.”

nakle to obrain cooperation from rhe commis-

sioner of public safety or the chief of police, Cain

took matters into his own hands. He arranged for

the base commander ar Forr Lewis to send him an

ultimatum threatening ro place Tacoma off-limits

if something wasn't done immediarely to address
the issue. Cain then summoned rhe local madams to his
office, ultimatum in hand, and offered chem a deal—if they
closed down the brothels and the venereal discase rare did
not L']r.np 5.i§_!n1ﬁc;1nl_'h' within six monchs, they could re-
open. The rate did drop and the brothels remained closed,
ar leasrt for the time being.

Gambling and unlicensed Jdrinking establishments pre-
sented serious problems as well. Afrer a series of personal lare-
night investigations and an appeal o newly-elected Gover-
nor Arthur Langlic to use the Washingron Stare Patrol and
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ABOVE: From his desk in the mavor's office,
Cuin delivered a popular weekly 15-minute radio
address, personully writing each script.

FACING PAGE: Astanishingly, Cain’s bid for his
first forr-vear term as mayor of Tacome was decided
in the February 24, 1942, primury.

agents of the state’s Liguor Control Board, Cam orchestrated
raids on dozens of Iocal gambling dens and speakeasies. The
process broughr Cain a grear deal of narional publicity and
the appreciation of local military leaders, bur his effores to
oust two successive public safery commussioners and to clean
up the police force ended in defear and inacrion at the hands
of his fellow city commissioners.

Japan attacked rhe American naval base ar Pearl Harbor
on Sunday, December 7, 1941, Larer that evening, in a spe-
cial radio broadcast to Tacoma cirizens, Cain appealed o

his listeners to “stay calm,” and “not to surrender reason o
racial intolerance.” He announced the creation of a Tacoma
Municipal Defense Council, which would meet in his othce
at elght o'clock the next morning. Almost immediately, local
lapanese nationals and Japanese- Americans began to experi-
ence discrimination. Japanese merchants bought newspaper
ads defending their loyalry. Cain had signs printed thar said,
“This business is operated by American-bom Japanese and is
under the protection of the mayor.”

On December 13, First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt arrived ar
Cain's city hall office on a previously scheduled West Coast
rour promoting cis il defense. Uut’ih;ﬁ her F"JTFi:I-] day in Ta-
coma she au»j Cain did ‘uL'!t"l'I.E'l"|'|!I'Lg |q:11‘|a'11'l-«'.,.11.'"|l.‘. He :II'I'-1IIIEL".1
for her to meet with four jﬂp.’il'u:hg:- American students whio
were attending the College of Puger Sound. He alwo encour-
aged the Tacoma News Tvibune to run an editorial recom-
mending “No Blackout of Tolerance.” By February, however,
President Roosevelt had approved Executive Order 9066,
paving the way ['-,_1| I:Iu.: evacuation ;-md interment of almaose
120,000 Jupanese living on the West Coasr. Cinin, alomg with
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Cain won the February 24 mayoral primary in a landslide.... It was the la

recorded in a ma municipal e

st plurality e

ection, making a general election contest unnecessary.

.S, Artorney General Nicolas Biddle and Senator Sheridan
Downey of California, was one of the few elected officials in
the nation to PTOTESRT the internment of J-.i]":l.l'IL';*I.".‘J'Lllll.‘fiL'.'l.n
citizens for the remainder of the war.

In 1942 Cain ran for mayor, sceking his first four-vear
term. In a reversal of their policy against early endorse-
ments, the January 28 Tacoma News Tribune stated, "Harry
Cain has made a good mavor for Tacoma...[the city] is in-
deed fortunate thar it has a mayor of this caliber at the helm
in these trving times.” He won the February 24 primary ina
landslide, receiving 19,838 vores to his closest opponent’s
5,339 vortes. It was the largest plurality ever recorded in
a Tacoma municipal election, making a general election
COnest unnecessary.

Cain's second rerm was much different from his first, al-
though the issues of vice and public housing remained to be
resolved. Now there was 2 war on. Cain had set up a national-
'|-. - [e.;.,ﬁ:ni:e._{ ], [umu,- I‘l..‘ti-n»e { :L:-lll‘u"!l Th.r“ ruul*ih:ud cltizens
for Tacoma's defense in 1940, He creared a new Municipal
Defense Council thar mobilized air-rad wardens, auto me-
chanics (including his wite), and securnty guards at the port
and other sensitive installations. The emphasis was now on
opening new USOs and YMUASs; on collecting scrap metal
and rubber; and on selling war bonds.

hough Cain enjoved being mayor of Tacoma, he

ef'j )Qgtﬁzﬂ
aity

knew thar afrer the arcack on

Pearl Harbor and America’s 3

entry into World War 1l the

real acrion was clscwhere,

In May 1943, afrer cffores to
remove public safery commissioner
Einar Langseth had failed, Cain ar-
ranged a leave of absence from his
duties—Mavor Cain of Tacoma be-
came Major Cain of the United Srares
Army. Cain was the hrst siccing mayor
in America recruired ro arcend the
armv’s new School of Military Gow-
ernment at the University of Virginaa,
The four-month course was patterned
on an earlicr Brivish model, Stodents were immersed in o
broad range of miliary and civil affarrs S‘Li.l"_IL‘LE'.*. including
foreion languages, raught by some of the greatest experts in
the country. Cain, anticipating the future direction of the

war, studied Japanesc.

'[_:p.,ﬁn graduation Cain received orders to report (o the 13th
Army Group headquarters in Algiers, commanded by British
Gieneral Sir Harold R. L. G. Alexander. After a short orienta-
tion there, he was sent to Sicily. Within weeks he contracted
ralaria (a common cceurrence for LLS. troops in that country)
and was confined ro a held hospiral in Palerme.
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Mayor Cain

“One good term deserves anofher”

Primaries Feb. 24

The invasion of mainland lraly began on Seprember 3
when British General Bernard Montgomery began mov-
ing lis Eighth Army across the narrow Straiv of Messina
to the Iralian mainland. This was followed on Seprember
& with an amphibious assault by the ULS, Fifth Army, led
by Lieutenant Ceneral Mark Clark ar Salerno, southwest
of Naples. Massive German counterattacks that endan-
zered the beachhead required Clark to call on his straregic
reserve, the 82nd Airborme Division stutioned in Sicily,
which deploved on only a few hours’ notice. Because there
was inadequare airlift capacity 1o transport the entire di-
vision to the invazsion beaches, the 325th Glider Infanury
Regiment, with Harry Cain plucked from his ficld hospiral
in Palermo, arrived by ship and landed behind the Brirish
sector on September 15.

As the Allies moved forward through the mountains be-
tween Salermo and Naples, Cain moved with them, often
under fire. Upon his arrival in [raly, Cain had been rransferred
to the Allicd Military Government for Oceupied Territories
(AMGOT). Wirk a small staff, he served as a field admin-
Iirator 1n ,-_'[nl:'-_'_:é- af the MNorthwest Districe k"f. Salerno—a
meuntainous region inland from the beachhead—consisting
of 29 rowns and eiries, much of it still being contested by the
Germans. His duries included finding food w feed the dis-
placed civilian popularion and trying to restore basic services
in communities thar had |:Il_!!-;.‘1'5 been destroved.

In mid November, Cain was called
from his administrative duries in the
field and reassigned o the skeleton
headquarters of the newly-creared Al
lied Control Commission (ACC) for
lealy in the sputheastern port city of
Brindisi, along with the barest nucleus
of the Italian government awaiting
the expected fall of Rome. Cain’s
responsibilities included public rela-
rions, stathng, and civil adminiscra-
rion of the new organizarion. His boss
was none other than his old friend and
acquaintance Major General Kenyon
A, Jovee. who had commanded the IX
Corps at Fore Lewis between 1940 and 1942,

In a lerrer writren home soon afrer he joined the ACC,
Cain described somerthing of his new assignment, starting
with, “Whaoever said my statf job was likely o be a quier one
has my permission ro change his mind. | have had enough
unexpecred items in the last three weeks to last a liferime.”
His letrers home indicare that his ACC rour included a near
mid-sea aimplane crash, the bombing of the hotel in Ban
where he was arrending a conference with senior Allied com-
manders, and a “convoy erash” that required a short stay in a
Brirish neld hospiral.

abt
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First Ludy Eleanor Roosevelt meets with Japunese students
from the College (o che Universiey) of Puget Sownd
in the Tucoma '.'b{.u_wrr's l:lf]'irf miI_\' Six d.t.l_}'s aftz:r Pearl
Hurbor, Horry Cain arranged the meeting.

Inn January 1944, Cam was transferred from ACC to the
headquarters of Mark Clark's Fifth Army at Caserta, where
he was assigned to be the public affairs and public relations
advisor to the Rome area commuander, “responsible for every
word which goes out of (this) headguarters.” His duties al-
lowed him to view two of the major baetles of the ltalian
CAmMpPaign
of fortifications that protecred the route to Rome) and Monte

|I|H...' i-th‘-i-ll.]l[ i '|hl' GL‘EI'I.'IHH 'E.‘;I.IHTH\' I-‘il'll'.' ‘i-] SCTIes

Cassing and the near-disastrous Allied landing at Anzio.

At the end of February he was called to England to join other
military government and civil affairs officers who were prepar-
ing for the invasion -:JI.N::ntmm]'l.'. Cain :.lr|m'|:|p|:|_1i T SCUUTe Bn
assignment with a field command, but his efforts were inter-
cepted by Brigadier General Frank McSherry, the former mili-
tary commander of Naples and Cain's immediate commanding
officer at AMGOT. McSherry served as chicf of staff to British
Licutenant-Ceneral Sie Arthur Edward Grasett, the chief civil
atfairs officer on General Dwight Eisenhower’s staft at SHAEF
(Supreme eadguarters, Allied E:l-;pt.‘diliunan_.‘ Force). Cain
wonld be responsible for the psychological warfure and public
relations division, reporting dircctly to Grasett.

ain was contacted ar this point by Governer Arthur
Langlic and other supporters, urging him to mun for
Washington's vacant LS. Senate seat us o Republican.
The idea appealed to Can'’s epo, but it could hardly
have come at a worse time. He later remembered, ©1
had long hoped thar were | to be successful in politics, |
might someday aspire 1o, and be elected to, the United States
Senate. At a time when

was piving the subject no thought at

COLUMBLA

all, it was suggested to me by a variery of friends thar [ im in
absentia on the Republican ticket in 1944, ... had never heard
of a SUPPestion which had so lirele to recommend it

He worried that most of the people back home thought
of him as a Democrat, but even in the late 1930s Cain had
beguna political transformation, Being mayor of Tacoma did
not require a political affiliation and, indeed, in his case i
was probably better not to have one. But he had enjoyed the
support of prominent local Republicans and become increas-
inglv close to Arthur Langlie. Cain cabled his supporters that
he would be a candidate, but only on his terms: 1) he would
answer no political questions while he remained in the army;
2) if nominated, he would not leave the army to campaign;
and 3) if elected, he would not serve until the war was over.
A curious campaign ensued in which four-term Democratic
Congressman Warren G. Magnuson, just out of the navy and
campaigning vigorously, contested R{Tulﬁli:n‘un—-—muj by now
Lieutenant Clﬂﬂl:'l.t:lw—H:Irr‘_.' I* Cain, stationed 7,000 miles
away and vowing not to campaign ar all.

Cain soon became something of a curiosity on Eisenhow-
er’s staft, with fellow officers and some of the most famous
newspaper and radio reporters in the countery following his
progress with pood-natured interest. He was careful not ro
miake political comments or mix his current day job with the
far-off Senate race.

Meanwhile, the Allics had invaded Nommandy in June. Cain
was clearly frustrated at |\:it1g in England, “still st.u.'l{ing HOSWETs
to seemingly insoluble problems,” when the action was in
Mormanay. He was tired of the war and, perhaps, uneasy about
what lay ahead. “Days here haven't any pattern any more. The
Dol le: 'ﬁngh [thi.' hL'|f—prd.J|‘.1.'1|t‘.d Vel n‘lf.:l:i.::-[‘mpc]h.xl bombs
the Germans began deploying against London on June 1 3) have
turned day into night and the other way round.”

Back in August, anticipating large-scale airborne LpeTa-
tions into Germany, the Fist Allied Airbome Army had been
created, consisting of mussive air Eranspor wings and two tac-
rical COrps commards, the British First Airbome curps. and
the Amcrican XV Corps {Airbome), the latter consisting
of the 82nd, 101st, and 17th Airborne Divisions under the
overall command of Major General Matthew B. Ridgway.

In September, the 82nd and 1015t Divisions—then the
only ULS. airthorne troops available—participated in ﬂp-
eration Market Garden, General Bernard Montgomery’s
audacious plan for a multi-division airborne assault on key
bridges spanning three branches of the lower Rhine River,
which, if taken and held, would allow British armored
forces to outflank the well-defended Sicgfried Line and
establish a bridgehead across the Rhine into northern Gier-
many. The British-led operation, made famous in the 1977
film A Bridge Too Far, was met by ficrce German resistance
and heavy Allied casualties. The COTPS was rebuilding its
strength at its bases in France when Harey Cain was told
to report to Ridpway.

One issue Ridgway wanted to resolve immediately with
Cain was his political status. Cain assured Ridgway that uneil
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“It was suggested to me by a variety of friends that [ run in absentia on the Republican ticket

in 1944.... | had never heard of a suggestion which had so little to recommend it.”

he was eicher elecred to rthe Senare or unnil the war was won,
his place was with the XVIII Airborne Corps. Nothing more
was said abour the marter. As i wurned our, Cain bear 11 other
Republicans candidates in the primary bue lost the general
election ro Magnuson by more than 86,000 vores.

Cain's lack of parachute or glider training—a must for ser-
vice on Ridgway's staft—was another porential problem. Can
larer remembered thar Rideway asked him, “Whar Jo vou
know abour gliders and parachure-jumping ™ “Not a thing,” |
responded. Two hours later [ was up in a glider with a young
second lieurenant. When we came down, he referred me o
a caprain who had made more than 50 parachure jumps and
who assured me thar he would show me how ro do w.”

hen Cain reported o Ridgway, the XVII Air

borne Corps was in reserve near Rheims, still

rebuilding afrer their operations in Holland. The

Ardennes sccror of the front, with s heavy for

ests, broken ground, narrow valleys, steep hills,

and numerous streams, served as the dividing
line between the U.S. First and Third armies and was con-
sidered an unlikely place for an arcack. In the early morning
of December 16, 1944, the area was stormed by the Ger-
man Fifth and Sixth Panzer armies across a 60-mile fronr.
The American defenscs quickly
crumbled under the weight of the
Cierman attack.

Rideway's divisions were or-
dered to help plug the gap. Unfor-
runacely, Rideway and much of his
staff were in England reviewing
the newly-arrived 17th Aurborne
Division. Within the hour, Ridg-
way and his scaff, including Licy-
tenant Colonel Harry Caimn, were
aithorne in 35 troop transports
bound for the frone

RIGHT: *Dvafted by Party to
Run for Senate,” ran the caption
omt this news phote of 38-vear-old

Lieutenant Colomel Harry P
Cain, taken in London on
November 4, 1944,

FAR RIGHT: Since Cuin was
uncthle to campaaign in person
chering his 1944 Senate race
against Congreseman Warren
Magmuson, his campeaim seaff
Maced hundreds of me-column
ads in every daily and weekly

newspaper in the state.

Two davs larer, Cain wrote in a leteer to his wife, "1 moved
in today on a Belpian family of seven, and their liv 1N FOOm 15
my afthce, diming room, and bed. Some of my men are ;'.l-‘.L-.'.|
abonsr four .]e.':']'- on the kitchen floor and others are -.|l.'L‘|:'{'I
than that in the hav loft. The family, all seven, are listening
o the 9 o'clock nmews. They wonder if the rumor thar lerry
will overrun us tonaeht s based on face.”

The next several days were some of the most eventful in
Harry Cram's life. At one peanr he and his staff were g*mm'J
down for more than a day with only the contents of a nearby
disabled train full of champagne available. Ar other times
he tound himself orving
to indd food and shelter =
tur thousands of freez-
ing, displaced civilians
rr.|ppukl between the E
fwo armies. In a note
home on December 20,
as the Clermans were
STATIINE [0 withdraw, he
wrore, T his business s
anvthing but pay, but
| couldn’t wish to be

anywhere else. Living

Harry P.

CAIN

AREPUBLICAN NOMINEE

FOR U. 5. SENATE)

Welfare of the people here
at home as well as destiny of
the world will be decided in
the Senate of the United
States in the next few years.
Lieut. Col. Harry P. Cain is
equipped to make a great
contribution to momentoys
decizsions. He has character,
vision, brains, ability, cour-
age, sympathy and humility,
and above all, he is trained
to leadership.

COURAGE,
SINCERITY,
LEADERSHIP

!

|
|



uring Cain’s time in the mayor’s office he challenged civic leaders to address a lo

neglected public infrastructure and underta

e long-term community planning.

i simple. [ don't shave very often, or ear very much, or sleep
o a bed, but, | am well and vitally interested in living.” His
effors in the Battle of the Bulge carned Cain a battlefield
promotion to full Colonel—for “outlasting everyone else,”
as he later put it

In the final months of the war he was involved in the
["L]l"l.l&ll‘l.g tor [}F1¢'r:t1 wn ".'r|::;lt1!'. the last miajoar H.jli!."'-.!l'l'lE' ef-
fort of the war, crossing the Rhine with Ridgway and his
sraff ro strike ont through “no man's land” ro the Allied drop
sone on the east side of the Rhine. He participated in the
aperation to eliminate the Rubr Pocker, which resulted in
the surrender of 300,000 German rroops. According to one
of his medal citations, Cain, at great i"k‘l’-ﬂ*liﬂi risk, assumed
control of a German city in the face of, “40,000 drunken and
disorderly displaced persons who were looting, murdering,
and raping indiscriminately throughour the city of 500,000
persons.” He also carried out a complete reorganization of
the XVIII Airborne Corps’ G3 (civil and military coop-
eration) staffs, -_Im'rlupirn: recommendations, presenting
them personally to officials at SHAER and achieving the
requested increases. Lle then found and trained the addi-
rional civil affairs personnel required for the four divisions
assigned o the corps.

He ended the war in the town of Hagenow, near the Elbe
River in northern Germany. There, upon discovering the
bodies of more than 200 vicrims ar a nearby concentration
camp, he gathered all the available German prisoners and
townspeople and paraded them past the bodies, making what
General Riduway called in his memairs, “one of the most of-
fective |speeches] | have ever heard.” Cain was also credited
with rescuing 10,000 American prisoners of war who were
trapped in a nearby Russian -conrrolled camp.

aim's war ended with a |"-1T'I:_I-. |iTCTH-11‘_-'— On h{ﬂ's' 1.

1945, just two days before the official end of the

wiAr, he was wounded in the arm I“_-' hhmr‘“‘-"l In

fire fight with German rroops. At the end of hostili-

ries Cain was reassigned hack to SHAEF where he

became a ficld Inspector J'H['l:mh:iHi.: fur reviewing
mﬂuan_.- government pu\l_'edlln‘i used k"!.' the Allied occu-
pation forces. This included a special assignment as chief
inspecror for the Western District of Bavaria where Gen-
eral George Patton got into trouble over his use of former
MNazi offhcials. Cain reported directly to General Lucius D
Clay, military governor of Germany and o Gener al Eisen-
hower personally.

In the course of |:|u' Wit C-.t'it'i reccl'.'c-.l ﬁ".'i.' Biltlle Stﬂﬁ,
three Bronze Stars, the Legion of Merit, and both the French
and Belgian Croix de Guerre medals. In December a now
highly-decorated Colonel Harry B, Cain returned 1o Tacoma
oo -_‘nmplun- his term as mayor. He faced an almost immediate
decision. The upcoming municipal elecrions were scheduled
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for the following June. If he decided to run again, he would
have to compete in the primary elecrion set for March. Val
Fawcert, who had done a good job as acting mayor, wanred
the job. Cain really didn’t. He had decided to seck the Re-
publican nomination for the Senate in 1946,

He could not resist the empration, however, to engage in
one last Tacoma battle. Fawcerts opponent tor mayor, Paul
Olson, had been the longrime secretary to Tacoma Congress-
man John M. Coffee. In 1941 a Fort Lewis contracror had
wrirren a check, made out to Olson but meant tor Coffee.
Olson claimed it was an unreported campaign conrribution.
Cain claimed it was a bribe. In a picce of great political the-
arer, the two faced off in front of 1,300 citizens at Tacoma’s
Jason Lee Junior High School ro debate t he issue. Olson lost
the debare and the election.

Harry Cain was in many ways Tacoma'’s first modern
mavor. His vears as mayor helped redefine the city. During
his time in office he challenged civie leaders to address a
long-neglected public infrastructure and undertake long-
term community planning. Cain used his strong communi-
carion skills to shape public opinion; supported communiry
involvement and public diversity; and confronted the “busi-
ness as usual” approach of rthe ourdated commission form
of government, tackling long-standing issues of crime and
]'-uhl'i{ corruplion. He ht.‘l'pu.‘l.l prepare the CIty for World War
11, and when it came he attempted o protect the rights of is
Japanese-American citizens.

Harry Cain’s war service helped him redefine himself.
He had early recognized the evil of Hitler's Germany and
fought against it firsthand. Had he gone on to West Point
afrer Hill Military Academy, he might well have been an
aurstanding—even famous—career army officer. As itwas, he
provided exceptional service ro military leaders like Kenyon
Jowee, Mark Clark, Dwight Eisenhower, and Mat thew Ride-
way. In the process he came to believe that there were new
and even greater enemies—both foreign and domestic—rthat
constituted an even greater threat to the nation than those
recently vanguished and that they needed to be confronred.
In so doing, he eventually came to realize that the methods
his nation used to confront its enemies were even more dan-
gerous than the threar icself,

Cain went on to serve a controversial term in the U.S.
Senare and become a dissident member of President Eisen-
hower’s Subversive Activities Control Board. He relocared to
Florida in 1957, where he served as a highly respected com-
munity leader and Miami-Dade County commissioner, and
was known and respecred as a civil libertarian. But those are
stories for another time. ¥

. Mark Smith is a planning and ecomomic development consyleame and
anithor of articles for various professional made publicasions and hiswori-
cal journals. He is coorrently writing a bivgraphs of Harry P. Cain,
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