
COMMUNITY GODFATHER: How Sam Volpentest
shaped the history of Hanford and the Tri-Cities

For almost fifty years, from 1957 to 2005, one pint-sized giant of a man with boundless energy 
and determination and powerful political friends almost single-handedly prevented Hanford 
and the Tri-Cities from sliding into economic depression. Sam Volpentest was known as the 
“Godfather of the Tri-Cities,” and not without reason. While it didn’t quite happen in the way 
he envisioned, he sought to wean his adopted community away from the federal government, 
to diversify its economy, and build its economic development infrastructure. Thoroughly re-
searched and based on 70 oral interviews, Community Godfather tells the stories about Hanford 
and the Tri-Cities that were never printed in the newspapers.
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Jack Briggs, former publisher, Tri-Cities Herald

Very few know the whole story
of how he overcame

tremendous obstacles.
Mike Lawrence, former DOL official

A damn interesting book and 
first-rate investigative job.

          This book, like Sam Volpentest himself, 
is a vital part of northwest history.

Hon. Sid Morrison,  former Member of Congress

C. Mark Smith spent forty years managing economic development organizations at the federal, state and local level. 
His articles have been published in academic and historical journals in the Pacific Northwest and as far away as Tur-
key. He is the recipient of the John M. McClelland Jr. Award for the best article to appear in Columbia, the Journal 
of the Washington State Historical Society, in 2010. 
In 2011 he published his first book, Raising Cain, a biography of former Washington Senator Harry P. Cain to gen-
eral acclaim by its reviewers. 
Smith first met Sam Volpentest when he was serving as the regional director of the federal Economic Develop-
ment Administration in 1970. That meeting left a lasting impression.  When Smith moved to the Tri-Cities in 2000, 
Volpentest was one of the few people he knew there.  He was honored to present him with a Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the International Economic Development Council on the occasion of his 100th birthday in 2004. Smith 
realized that that the story of Volpentest’s many contributions to the growth and development of his community 
needed to be told. He began the research that resulted in Community Godfather in 2012.
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Mark Smith has written a 
tremendous book about Sam 
Volpentest, Hanford, and the 

Tri-Cities. I urge each of you to go 
out and buy a copy!

Norm Dicks, Former Member of Congress


