
He was known as Mr. Tri-Cities, Mr. Sam, the Man from Hanford, 
the Godfather, and, occasionally, by far less flattering terms. For 
more than 60 years, just about everyone at Hanford and in the Tri-
Cities knew who Sam Volpentest was, even if they didn’t fully 
understand the ways in which he was shaping their future.

In Community Godfather: How Sam Volpentest shaped the history 
of Hanford and the Tri-Cities, they find out. C. Mark Smith traces 
the life of this remarkable man who was born in 1904, grew up in 
poverty, began work when he was 10, became one of Seattle’s first 
Eagle Scouts, led a radio dance band, spent two decades selling 
wholesale groceries during the 1920s and the Great Depression, 
and became the lifelong friend of some of Washington state’s most 
powerful politicians.

In 1949, he moved to the Tri-Cities to benefit from the growth of the 
Hanford Engineer Works which produced plutonium for the atomic 
bomb. He became a successful businessman but was stricken with 
cancer in 1957 and given only a month to live. He survived, sold his businesses, 
and dedicated the rest of his life to community service. He used his political associations to 

funnel billions of dollars into Hanford and the Tri-Cities over the next 48 years. 
Along the way, he co-founded one of the most effective local economic develop-
ment organizations in the Pacific Northwest.  He was still working those rela-

tionships and shaping the future of his community when he died at 
the age of 101 in 2005.

At a time when many communities seek effective leaders, 
Sam Volpentest’s story is a shining example of how one 
person perhaps any of us—can shape the future of their 

community.

$24.95

COMMUNITY GODFATHER: How Sam Volpentest
shaped the history of Hanford and the Tri-Cities 

ORDER FORM | Please attach payment with this order form, and include $5 (per book) for shipping and handling. 
I/we wish to order ______copy(ies) of Community Godfather: How Sam Volpentest Shaped the History of  Hanford and the Tri-Cities at the pre-publication price of 
$24.95 per copy, plus $5 for the �rst book and $2 for each additional book for shipping and handling if you want your books mailed to you.   

Amount of Order: $_______________

Name/Organization: ____________________________________Telephone: _____________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________________________ State: __________________ Zip: __________
Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________
Authorized Signature: ______________________________________ Date: ______________________

Mail orders to C. Mark Smith, 1433 Chardonnay Drive, Richland, WA 99352, Phone: (509) 628-9575
email: communitygodfather@cms-author.com - www.cms-author.com

plus $5 shipping 
and handling.


